Self-Guided Historic House Walk of Washington
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Windsor Hotel 

A self-guided walking tour of Washington Borough’s historic and beautiful homes, businesses and streets.

Prepared by the Washington Historical Society
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Historic Walk- Map Guide 
1. Intersection of Carlton Ave & Grand Ave

2. Belvidere Ave

3. W. Washington Ave

4. Grand Ave

5. State St

6. W. Stewart St

7. E. Washington Ave

* Optional Route 

Welcome to the self-guided walking tour of Washington Borough, New Jersey.  Washington was incorporated in 1868 from the central and most populous section of Washington Township.  Situated on two railroad junctions and being a major port along the Morris Canal, Washington soon prospered into a mighty industrial town in Northwestern New Jersey.  Once known as “The Organ Capital of the World”, Washington was home to almost twenty different organ, melodeon and piano manufactures.  Cornish and Beatty were the two largest organ manufactures in Washington.  The Cornish Mansion on Belvidere Ave is the only structure remaining of these two giant companies.

The course of this walk is relatively flat along its entirety, making it possible for almost anyone to walk it.  It is recommended that you start out on the corner of Carlton Ave and Grand Ave and walk east towards Belvidere Ave, of course this is only a recommendation.  Walking shoes are a plus, as well as plenty of liquids to drink.  We hope you enjoy this walk we put together and remember to take in the scenes!

Directions 

1. Start out at the intersection of Carlton Ave & Grand Ave and walk east towards Belvidere Ave.

2. Turn right onto Belvidere Ave and proceed south until you reach W. Washington Ave (Rt. 57)

3. Turn right on W. Washington Ave and head west until you reach Grand Ave.

4. Turn right on Grand Ave and head north until you reach State St

5. Turn right on State St and head east until you reach N. Lincoln Ave

6. Make a left onto N. Lincoln Ave and then a quick right onto W. Stewart St, continue heading east on W. Stewart St until to reach Belvidere Ave.

7. Turn right onto Belvidere Ave and head south to W. Washington Ave. *

8. Turn left on E. Washington Ave and head east towards Rt. 31

9. End of Walk

* Note:  You can also decide to make a left off of Belvidere Ave onto E. Church St. and visit the historic Presbyterian Church.  If you decide to do this make a right onto School St and back to E. Washington Ave, to finish the rest of the tour.

1. Carlton Avenue 

One of the older streets in Washington, Carlton Ave is home to many older Colonial and Victorian style homes.  Along the walk, you can still see the old original brick sidewalks along sections of this street.  Also located on Carlton Ave is the Washington Public Library, which is home to a large collection of local history material.

2. Belvidere Avenue 

Considered by some, one of the most prestigious streets in Washington, Belvidere Ave was home to some of Washington’s most famous residents.  Once of these residents was the world famous Cornish Family, makers of the Cornish Organ and Piano.  The Cornish estate is located on the corner of Johnston St and Belvidere Ave.   Two houses down from the Cornish Mansion on the old Cornish Estate property, is the old office of Dr. Bertland, one of Washington’s most well respected doctors.  Located inside this house are beautiful murals that were hand painted on his office walls.  Down past W. Stewart St on Belvidere Ave is the old Van Doren House.  Van Doren was a wealthy businessman in Washington who was one of the original owners of the Washington Lumberyard (Warren Lumber)  Across the street from the Van Doren home is the Washington Emergency Squad Building, which was the site of Mayor Charles Smith’s home.  Next door to the emergency squad building is the Borough Town Hall, which was the site of the lavish Windsor Hotel.  As you continue further down Belvidere Ave you will pass the handsome Washington Post Office which has murals painted by workers from the WPA during the Great Depression.  Across the street from the post office you will see the Mueller Building which was the original Borough Town Hall.
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189 Belvidere Ave

St. Joseph Catholic Church
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150 Belvidere Ave

The Cornish Mansion 
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    Old Cornish Mansion- Rococo Style
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                              Cornish Mansion- Today

142 Belvidere Ave

Dr. Bertland’s Office
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Hand painted murals on the office walls of Dr. Bertland.

    128 & 130 Belvidere Ave
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Belvidere Ave and E. Stewart St

Van Doren House

127 Belvidere Av

100 Belvidere Ave

Mayor Charles Smith Residence and the Windsor Hotel 
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Mayor Smith’s Residence
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Windsor Hotel 

Washington Post Office
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Samuel Hannon and Mary Christine Twin House

37 Belvidere Ave

Old Washington Borough Town Hall
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.27 Belvidere Ave

Caleb Ramsey House

3.  West Washington Avenue 

West Washington Ave represents part of the heart of the Downtown Washington Business District.  Located in this part of the business district are four of the most prominent buildings downtown.  These buildings include the Beatty Building (now the Stover Building), the PNC Bank Building, The First National Bank Building of Washington (now First Union) and the St. Cloud Hotel.  All along this thoroughfare, are scattered beautiful Victorians and stately brick houses.
2 W. Washington Ave

The First National Bank of Washington 

[image: image13.jpg]



First National Bank of Washington, during political campaign
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First National Bank of Washington, much as it appears today.

1 W. Washington Ave

The Beatty Building 
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   Beatty Building, now the Stover Building 
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                               Petty Building (Beatty Building)
The Washington Trust Company
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Washington Trust Company, now PNC Bank 

33 W. Washington Ave

St. Cloud Hotel 

[image: image18.jpg]



43 W. Washington Ave

Cornish Organ and Piano Company
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Cornish Organ & Piano Company
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Farrell Arms Plaza Hotel

4. Grand Avenue
Grand Ave is another fine example of classical Victorian and Colonial style homes. Just like Carlton Ave, Grand Ave is one of Washington’s older streets with its lovely mature trees and unique homes. Although this tour does not follow Grand Ave through its entirety, you can always detour yourself and take in the views of some of Washington’ s most prestigious homes.  Also located on Grand Ave is the Church of Christ, with its most unusual design and beautiful stain-glass windows.

27 Grand Ave 

Church of Christ
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5. State Street

Perhaps one of the most interesting streets in Washington is State St.  As you walk down this tree-lined street you will notice that the homes on the northern side are relatively modern, compared to their counterparts across the street.  The reason for these more modern homes was due to fact that there was an old fashion amusement park located there, called Skalla Park. 
Skalla Park
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Skalla Park Entrance on Wandling Ave
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Skalla Park Ballroom 

6. West Stewart Street

Another one of Washington’s hidden architectural gems is W Stewart St, between N. Lincoln Ave and Belvidere Ave.  All along this beautiful street are some of Washington’s most magnificent homes.  Located on the corner of N. Lincoln Ave and W. Stewart St, are two homes that were built by the same builder for the same family.  Both houses are a exact replica of each other, except for the fact that they are inverted.  Further down the street you will come across a most unusual Victorian, with its unique tower.

39 W. Stewart St

Judge Bowers House 


7. East Washington Avenue

Representing the core of the Washington Business District, E. Washington Ave is home to many unique and interesting buildings.  E. Washington Ave has also been the scene of many tragic fires that has claimed beautiful historic structures.  Some of the more interesting buildings located on this street is the old Washington Hardware Store Building and the United Methodist Church.

The Disastrous Fire of 1962
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E. Washington Ave and Broad St (now Dean’s Appliance)
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Murphy’s 5 & 10 Department Store 

2 E. Washington Ave
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44 E. Washington Ave

Washington Hardware Store
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E. Washington Ave

Washington Star Newspaper Building
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116 E. Washington Ave

United Methodist Church of Washington
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United Methodist Church and white chapel
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Original Methodist Church

Route 31 North 

Historically insignificant for the most part, there are two buildings on and near Route 31 that deserve some recognition on this tour.  These two buildings are the Washington Theatre Building and the old Elks lodge directly across the street from the theatre.

165 E. Washington Ave & Rt. 31

Washington Theatre
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Original interior of theatre 

162 E. Washington Ave & Route 31

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks
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This concludes our self-guided house walk.  We hope you enjoyed this informative and historic walk.  Watch for other routes to be complied in the near future, in the meantime take a walk around your own neighborhood and discover the historic gems you never knew existed.
Washington Historical Society

27 Springtown Road

Washington NJ 07882

908-689-2068

www.whs.place.cc

Both of these magnificent structures were demolished to make way for the new Borough town hall and emergency squad building.  The Windsor Hotel was one the most lavish hotels in this region, entertaining people such as Ty Cobb.  The Windsor Hotel was torn down first and eventually Mayor Smith’s house was torn down later. All in the name of progress they say! I wonder if they still think that way?





These two houses, located on the corner of E. Stewart St and Belvidere Ave are identical in every way, right down to the trim.  According to the 1874 Beers Atlas, the house right on the corner was owned by C.S. Strader and the other was owned by D. Worman.  Although it is not certain whether these two houses were built for the same family members, it would seem that they were built by the same builder.








Located two houses down from the Cornish Mansion, is the old office and home of Dr. Bertland. This house along with the white Victorian next to it, were a part of the Cornish Estate.  According to some people, there used to be underground tubes connecting these three homes so that the Cornish Family could talk to one another without being eavesdropped on the telephone.








The Van Doren House was built by Peter T. B. Van Doren around 1860.  Van Doren was successful businessman and a landowner who served on the Borough Council for several years. This deep center hall house is a large braced frame structure built on a stone foundation.  The influence of the Italinate style is evident in the returned bracketed cornice, the L-shaped porch and the slightly arched window trim with crossetted corner.








The Cornish Family was perhaps the most powerful family in Washington, as well as Warren County.  Joseph Cornish started the Cornish Organ Company near the present-day location of Warren Lumber.  The Cornish Company quickly outgrew its building on Belvidere Ave and a new one was built on the corner of S. Lincoln and W. Washington Ave.  





Joseph Cornish was Secretary of the State Senate from 1868 to 1869 and he also served as State Senator for Warren County from 1872 to 1875.  Johnston Cornish, the son of Joseph was also heavily involved in politics, he served as mayor of Washington at the age of 25.  Johnston also served as State Senator for Warren County and he also served in the 53rd United States Congress of 1893 to 1895.  





Despite being a shrewd business family, the Cornish Company was struggling with its new competition, the phonograph.  After the Cornish Company collapsed, the Cornish Mansion was sold to a Mr. Birdsall, for a relatively small sum.  Later the mansion was sold to the KKK and for a brief time the mansion became the headquarters of the KKK for Warren County.  The Cornish Mansion has changed considerably over the course of its lifetime.  Originally a Rocco style, the mansion was later remolded to a more modern Georgian style. The mansion almost burned to the ground on January 1, 1933, but major renovation saved this historic structure.





The first parish mass in       Washington was said by Rev. Patrick Smyth in the home of James Allen on March 19, 1871.  The site for the church and the rectory was purchased from Mr. & Mrs. James Taylor on September 23, 1871.  The cornerstone, a gift of Mr. J. Lynn was laid on Sunday May 5, 1872.  Dedication ceremonies were held on Sunday August 18, 1872.











The Washington Trust Company was incorporated in February 1926 and occupied this building shortly after.  This building was not built specifically for the Trust Company however, since the United States used it as post office for Washington before the forming of the bank.  Over the years this building has been used for many different businesses, including the bank and as a hotel.  The outside has remained unchanged, except for the large wooden addition in the back.





The Beatty Building was owned by Daniel F. Beatty, the world famous organ manufacture.  Beatty used this building to house his offices and supplies for his factory which was located on Railroad Ave.  Beatty would become the first major organ producer in Washington, because of his innovated mail order techniques.  However after his first factory burned down and his new built, Beatty ran into financial problems that he never overcame.  This building housed an opera house upstairs.  Little has change on the outside if this building except for the stucco covering on the first floor.








The First National Bank of Washington was organized on November 10, 1864, four years before the incorporation of Washington Borough.  The bank raised $100,000 over the next few months and on May 22, 1865 the bank was open for business.  





Over the years the bank moved to several locations including the Beatty Building which is directly across the street from it today.  The building that it is located in today was built in 1885 at the cost $9,000.  Over the years additions were added, but the building has remained relatively unchanged on the outside.








Directly across the street from the post office is the old Washington Borough Town Hall, now the Mueller Building.  This building has remained relatively unchanged since the Borough’s Town Offices moved across the street in the early 1970’s.  Originally the town’s fire department station, this building was enlarged to accommodate the town offices, the police department and a town jail.








 Still located inside the building is a hanging sign indicating where the various offices used to be.  There is also an extensive collection of Washington memorabilia on display.








The Washington Post Office was built in 1939 on the former property of Samuel Hannon and Mary Christine.  Mr. Hannon and Mrs. Christine twin house was torn down to make way for the new post office.  Up until the 1939, Washington never had a permanent post office, since the government moved the post office to whichever building had the cheapest rent.  





For some time the Washington Post Office was located in several buildings on Washington Ave and Belvidere Ave.  Located within the post office, is a large mural that was painted by WPA workers during the Great Depression. 








This house more then likely dates back to the second quarter of the 19th century.  It was owned by Caleb Ramsey and his sister Nancy Lunger. This structure has a side hall plan and has regularly spaced windows that are spanned with timber lintels.  A most unusual aspect to this building is that the stone cellar is almost entirely above ground. The gable chimneys provide a fireplace in both parlors and in the two chambers above.





Although there is not a lot known about the St. Cloud’s history, it has been a landmark in Washington for many years.  Fallen into disrepair recently, the hotel has been greatly altered from its original style pictured to the right.  At one time there was located a movie theatre in the back of this building, called the St. Cloud Theatre (everyone in Washington called it the barn, because of its roof).





Located at the intersection of W. Washington Ave and S. Lincoln Ave was the site of the Cornish Organ Factory.  Bought by the Cornish Family when their old factory became to small to operate, this building was enlarged several times during the ownership of the Cornish Company.  





After the demise of the Cornish Company in 1921, the factory was converted into a very lavish hotel by John J, Farrell.  This hotel was called the Farrell Arms Plaza Hotel and was destroyed in a fire in 1934.





Organized in 1940 and the church building erected in 1946, the Church of Christ building has been enlarged over the years.





On July 2, 1910, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Skalla opened an amusement park with an entrance near Wandling Ave and extending between State and Stewart Streets to Grand Avenue.  It was open two and three days a week, offering a roller skating rink, dance pavilion and concert facilities.  There was also a merry-go-round, swings and silent movies.





On August 10, 1912, John Philip Sousa, world renowned bandmaster, played the third concert of his world tour at Skalla Park.  For several years after WWI , Skalla Park was home to many concert, lectures, and plays staged in a huge circus-like tent.  On January 22, 1914 Skalla Park was destroyed by a suspicious fire. Mrs. Skalla would eventually be convicted of arson and placed in a mental institution.
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Perhaps one of the most prominent homes on W. Stewart St is the house that was owned by the late Judge Bowers.  This house, along with the house next door was built by the same builder for the same family. Identical right down to the trim and porch, these homes are a perfect mirror image of each other.  Essentially unchanged since they were built, these two homes are one of the finest showcases of historic homes in Washington.








On  April 2, 1962 one of the worst fires in Washington’s history, claimed the entire business district on the southern side of E. Washington Ave. Not only was this fire the most costly in the Borough’s history (3-5 million in 1962), but it also erased some of Downtown Washington’s most historic and beautiful buildings. 





Lost in this tragic fire were two of some of the most prominent landmarks in Downtown Washington, G. C. Murphy’s 5 & 10 and the United Cigar Store.  The cigar store in particular was a very ornate Victorian structure that included intricate cast iron railings and porches. The 5 & 10 was truly one of the last old fashion 5 & 10 department stores left in this region.  





2. East Washington is the site of the former Washington House, for which Washington was named after.  The Washington House was built in 1811 by Colonel William McCullough who is considered by most, the founder of Washington. Eventually the Washington House was replaced by this large brick structure, which has remained relatively unchanged over the years.





Famous for it’s 20 some foot hammer, the old Washington Hardware Store has remained completely unchanged since it was built.  According to some people this building is one of the largest wooden store structures in the area (it wouldn’t be hard to believe though) Although exact history about this building is unknown, the intricate façade and millwork would probably date this building to the late 1800’s to the early 1900’s.





This remarkable looking building was the home of the famous Washington Star Newspaper. Built by Charles L. Stryker, then editor and proprietor of the newspaper. Groundbreaking for the structure was in July of 1900, and the Star took possession in early Spring of 1901. The architect was Joseph Bell DeRemer of Washington, who also supervised the construction. The Star was previously published from an office on Broad St. until it moved here, staying until 1934, when it relocated to W. Church St.  After the Star moved out, this building was occupied by a tavern called the Star Grill, and then Paul's Tavern. On December 28, 1958, the building was damaged in a fire and was later torn down to make another entrance to Alleger St.





Another one of Washington’s more unusual structures is the Methodist Church.  This magnificent structure was built in 1895, heavily influenced by  Romansesque architecture, used during the 11th to 13th centuries. The white chapel next to the church was built in 1882 and was later used as a church school. The chapel has since been replaced a brick structure.





The original Methodist church was located on the same site as the present church. Having purchased a parcel of land from Colonel William McCullough for $150, the congregation immediately set out to build themselves a new church.  This original structure was built at a cost of $1,243.83 and used 46,861 bricks to complete it.  The exact date of when the first cornerstone was laid is not known, but the congregation officially dedicated the church on August 27, 1825.  The cemetery located to the right of this building was later moved to the Washington Memorial Cemetery on the hill overlooking Washington.





The Construction began on The Washington Theatre back in April of 1926 and was completed by January of 1927. Built for both silent movies and vaudeville, the theatre held 800 seats and proudly proclaimed itself The Showplace Of Northwestern New Jersey. Just four years later in 1931, the theatre was "modernized" with the addition of sound.





Since its founding by the Lyons Theatre Circuit, The Washington Theatre has had many owners. In the 1970's, the theatre was "twined", at which time much of its ornate style was covered over or destroyed. Over the subsequent years, the once majestic theatre fell into a state of disrepair, until in 1997 the theatre finally closed. The Washington Theatre did not die however. Briefly reopened by a local community group, in August of 1998 the theatre was acquired by the New Jersey based Galaxy Theatre Corporation. After extensive renovations to restore the remaining grandeur back to the lobby


area and extensive repairs and cleanup to the auditoriums.





This stately building was once a private residence when it was first but, sometime in the late 1800’s.  Eventually the building became the home of the Elks organization and later became the offices of Warren County’s Health & Nursing Department.  Except for the large modern addition added to the rear of the building, this beautiful structure has remained almost unchanged since it was built.
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